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Welcome  
 

Schools are up and running again. However your support as parents/carers is still of vital 

importance.  This leaflet provides you with some general information about supporting your child’s  

literacy development during the coming scholastic year. As always (but also in view of the limitations 

and problems we are all facing during this global pandemic) your support is essential in developing the 

necessary literacy skills. 

The links provide you with the information about the systematic and Hands on 

programme our schools shall be using to enable your child to become confident in literacy, using 

the most up to date approaches.  The links provide you with recommendations on how to support your 

child at home.  Activities should be enjoyable and you should remain calm if your child does not 

get it the first time. If your child does not feel like it, try turning the activity into a game. Try finding a 

special place, and set a specific time. Children usually look forward to spending time with their 

parents/carers and doing things together, even if that entails reading and writing!  

Remember! If YOU enjoy it, your child will do too! 

CLICK HERE to access the video being shown during the kinder 

literacy meetings for parents being held in schools. 

CLICK HERE to access the video being shown during the year 1 

literacy meetings for parents being held in schools. 

 

  

https://diocesancuria.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/SfCE/literacy/EWU_pDxtRzhBgoOP0uDxufsBuMR8wD3FfIWk0oyiGqZwoQ?e=wBma9d
https://diocesancuria.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/SfCE/literacy/EXykpPAZ6_NCq5-714LxQ7AB4530czfcJIAs-pjVntJa4Q?e=BvCN4i


 

 

 

 

1. Literacy Resources 
 

 

  We have created resources to help your child develop and consolidate their literacy skills in 

Maltese and English. Click here to access teaching aids that will help your child master the 

basic letter formation, up to the reading and writing of whole sentences! 

 

 

 

 

 

              Just follow the steps in order, and progress from one level to the next.  In the folders you will 

find videos, flashcards and word games.   

Watch the videos first. The flashcards and word games provide your 

child with further practice. All steps are numbered and all instructions are provided. 

 

             You may start at any level you wish. The letter sound being taught at each level is indicated, so 

you may start at the level your child has reached. Select the English folder if at school your child has 

started learning English now, and access the Maltese folder in January. If your child’s school started in 

Maltese, follow the sequence in the Maltese folders first, and then proceed to English in January. If in 

doubt, always consult with your school. In the meantime, it is important to read books in both langauges 

to your child.  

https://diocesancuria.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SfCE/literacy/EjVEbhUsjbpLr751T6m30Y4Btk9AcXoPyU9hWxJi8xpc3Q?e=2mdQbG


 

 

e.g. Folder Step 01 includes the following resources: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on Practising Reading 4+1 (in the Reading folder) to follow the reading 

programme. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Click on Spelling Video (in the Spelling folder) to follow the spelling programme. 

 

 

 

 

The Maltese resources are accessed in a similar way. The folders Qari and Kitba contain 

resources to consolidate the reading and writing of Maltese, respectively. Again, skills are graded so 

that a child may start at the preferred level. All steps are numbered for ease of reference.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2. The Bilingual 

Advantage 
 

            There is societal bilingualism in Malta, owing to 

the fact that our schools teach both Maltese and 

English. Bilingualism has its advantages. 

Bilinguals  find it easier to focus on a variety of tasks 

simultaneously. They also find it easier to learn 

additional languages. Although most Church Schools 

start teaching the alphabet in English in September 

and then start Maltese in January, it is highly 

recommended that children are exposed to spoken 

Maltese and English simultaneouly. 

 

                Although the majority of schools start teaching the English alphabet, it is crucial that you 

consolidate your child’s listening and speaking skills in Maltese.  Below find some useful links 

to stories, songs and other resources in Maltese.   

Read as many books in Maltese as possible! 

Relevant resources:  

Some of the many songs and rhymes you can find on Youtube. Click to access. 

 

Songs in Maltese 

Stories in Maltese 

Numbers in Maltese 

Maltese alphabet 

 

 

https://youtu.be/RvkwcYMabuY
https://youtu.be/pmn-LoQ05ZI
https://youtu.be/3DtuZ_CPch8
https://youtu.be/oeM1Trggbw8


 

 

3. Tuning in to sounds 
 

The first step to reading and writing is to recogise the sounds in spoken words. The recognition 

that orally spoken words are made up of smaller pieces of sound, such as syllables, onset (initial sound) 

and rime (the blended ending chunk of a word), is called phonological awareness. It is important for 

pre-schoolers to manipulate, and play with these pieces of sound in a language, in order to acquire 

reading readiness.  

Click here to access the set of resources we 

have created to help your child develop 

phonological awareness (step 1). Skills are graded in 

order of difficulty, with simple listening activities to be found at the beginning of the list, and more 

complex activities related to blending and compound words,  to be found towards the end of the list. 

Each level provides a number of activities that may be carried out during the week, to consolidate a 

particular skill (step 2). The activities are simple to follow and clearly explained (step 3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://diocesancuria.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SfCE/literacy/EjVEbhUsjbpLr751T6m30Y4Btk9AcXoPyU9hWxJi8xpc3Q?e=2mdQbG


 

 

4. Dyslexia 
 

5. Where to find us 
 

Secretariat for Catholic Education Website 

Literacy and Numeracy Facebook Page 

Numeracy Youtube Channel 

Literacy Youtube Channel 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/xOI78tkN0rQ
https://youtu.be/DgHDQeZ5QuA
https://youtu.be/d4VRjQnBoWM
https://youtu.be/KFdvzzkr6Vo
https://youtu.be/_t9IsQQH7WI
https://youtu.be/JJ-T_yPf05Q
https://youtu.be/saJxN8PlFq4
https://youtu.be/nAeXu20V19w
https://youtu.be/eUV6xHYH3CU
https://www.csm.edu.mt/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/477322632611385
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSAvqmxGTUi3fvNl9-QuYDw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGyajWbOdccFbaO8uZWtIgg

